
Only 5.4% of families in the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

can afford infant care.

Data about infants and toddlers in Massachusetts is difficult to access. Based on the available
information, here are some ways that Massachusetts falls short:

BOOST DATA AND INVESTMENTS
IN INFANT AND TODDLER CARE

Massachusetts is home to 204,232 babies, representing 2.9% of the state's population.[1] It’s a
well-established fact that the infant and toddler years are critical for brain development[2] and
that an “environment of relationships” is crucial for the holistic development of the child.[3] 

Nevertheless, infants and toddlers in Massachusetts are clearly at a disadvantage in receiving
the financial support needed to optimize their development. Even though Massachusetts is a
well-known leader in early education, the state continues to invest fewer dollars in its infants
and toddlers in contrast to older children. Because of this relatively low investment, we ask:
How might Massachusetts boost its investments in infants and toddlers? 

The Challenge

In a recent report published by the Massachusetts Department of Early
Education Care,[4] approximately 243,083 children from birth to school
age are currently attending funded and licensed programs: only 17.51%
of this total are infants and toddlers. 

Massachusetts has the second highest cost of childcare in the US, next to the District of
Columbia. The average annual cost of infant care is $20,913, while the average cost of
caring for a four-year-old is $15,095. According to the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, child care is affordable if it costs no more than 7% of a family’s income.
By this standard, only 5.4% of Massachusetts families can afford infant care[5].

Other states are surpassing Massachusetts in their attention to infants and toddlers. Massachusetts is a
state leader in Early Head Start based on its $16.5 million state investment in Head Start State
Supplemental Grants supporting the EHS workforce and program quality. However, according to data
from 2019, only 7.9% of income-eligible infants and toddlers in Massachusetts had access to Early Head
Start programs[6], putting Massachusetts at number thirty-four compared to the District of Columbia,
which leads the nation with 31%.
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SOLUTIONS
Given both the challenges of accessing current and relevant data, along with the
complexities of infant and toddler care, we offer these three next steps:

These three solutions would boost
investments in infant and toddler
care in Massachusetts. The result
would be a greater focus on our
youngest citizens, increased
accessibility for families, and
improved administration.

There is a need to develop and expand usable data systems
about infants and toddlers. 

01   —   Develop and Expand Data Systems

Stronger collaboration among state agencies and child care
providers will be required to better plan and implement
services for infants and toddlers. 

02   —  Strengthen Collaboration

The creation of a commission on infants and toddlers could
highlight gaps and leverage existing services for infants and
toddlers. This commission could strengthen both collaboration
and data systems. 

03  —  Create a Commission on Infants and Toddlers
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