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Anti-bias Education in Action



Start with Self-Work 

● Engage in reflection, learning 
and productive disequilibrium

● Use facts and research to 
guide your thinking

● Be aware that there is no 
special  formula

● Engage in Teacher Research



How do we strengthen our image of children as focused social 
scientists, and support dispositions and skills they already have for 
developing relationship?

What do children already know about what is fair and unfair? 

What is our role in supporting children, particularly with so much 
inequity in our world? 

Teacher as Researcher



Children are Social Scientists

Babies’ brains are wired to be in 
relationships from birth. The infant brain 

grows within supportive, nurturing 
relationships. Interactions with people and 

the environment cause connections in
 the brain to form and strengthen.

(Allison Gopnik and National Scientific 
Council on the Developing Child, 2004)

Use facts and research to guide your thinking



“At 3 months old, babies prefer to look at faces of their own race.” (Kelly et al. 2005)

Children’s Community School, Philadelphia. 



Young children are constantly noticing similarities and 
differences and sorting and classifying everything. You will 

observe children spend time carefully placing objects in 
lines, patterns, sequences and putting them in groups.

Schema Theory



Positioning, Ordering 
and Classifying

Children also use schema 
explorations to learn 
about differences and 
similarities in people.



Fairness
Research  suggests that infants as young 
as 12 months expect resources to be 
divided equally between two characters 
in a scene.

By preschool, children will protest 
getting less than peer. 



Acknowledging and supporting the fact that children notice differences.

Supporting natural conversations that emerge

What color 
are my eyes?



Anti-bias Education in Action



The Mail Game





The Environment











Our Beautiful Skin



Using books as tools to express comfort and joy with human diversity





Self-Portraits:
Strengthening children’s 
confident self and family 

identity

Honoring children and family 
language; how they describe 
themselves





Being proactive











Written and illustrated by:: 

Inspired by the book: “We Are All Alike… We Are All Different,” written and illustrated by Cheltenham Elementary  School Kindergarteners



We are all alike. 
We are all people.
We are all humans. 



We are all different. 
We do not look the same.   



We have different color eyes. 
Some people wear glasses.

Some people are blind. 



We have different color hair. 
Some of us have curly hair. 

Some of us have straight hair. 
Some people have  no  hair. 



We are all alike. 
We all have skin. 

Our skin protects our 
bones and keeps our 
blood inside of our 

bodies.



We are all different. We 
have different color skin. 
Some people are black, 

brown or white. There are 
more skin colors than you 
know of. Skin color is so 
important. It is a part of 

who we are. 



We get our skin color from our ancestors; our family 
from a long time ago. Our skin color comes from melanin. 

Our skin is a gift. Be happy that you are you! 



We are all alike. 
We all have bodies. 

We are all different. 
Some of us are girls. 
Some of us are boys. 

Some of us are transgender.



 

You can feel like a girl and a boy. You can 
be not a boy or a girl. YOu can be neither. 

Some people are he or she or they. 
Just be yourself!



We are all alike. 
We all have 
families.
We are all 
different. 

Some of us live 
with our dads.
Some of us live 

with our mom and 
dad. 



Some of us live with our mom sometimes and 
sometimes with our dad. 

Some of us live with our foster family.  
Some of us live with our pets. 

Some people live with two moms or with grandparents. 



We are all alike.
We all have homes. 

Some people don’t have a home. 
All people need water, food, clothes, a home and love!



We are all different. 
Some of us live in apartments. Some of us live in houses. 
Some of us have 2 homes. Some of us have one home. 

Some people live in tents or in campers. 



We are all alike.
We all learn through play. 



We are all different. 
We learn and play in 

different ways. 
We all need something 

different 
to be successful. 



We are all alike.
We all live on this earth 

together.

We are all different. 
We help make the earth a 
better place in different 

ways. 
 



We all march for Black 
Lives Matter. 

We all march for PRIDE. 
We all march for 

clean water. 

The Coyotes are all social 
justice leaders! 



We are all 
alike. 

We are all 
Different.
We are a 
family!

 



The End!


