Teachers seek new ways
to educate youngsters

By VIRGINIA SHANK
Tribune Chronicle

Lakeview Elementary
School Principal Scott
Taylor said attending
CAYL Institute’s early
learning conference in
Columbus last week pro-
vided him with a new per-
spective on the impor-
tance of getting his school
ready for its youngest stu-
dents.

Taylor said many
times educators focus on
whether students enter-
ing kindergarten are
ready for school, rather

than the other way
around.
“But it’s not the family

or the student’s job to be

ready for us,” he said."

“It’s our responsibility to
be ready for the student.
It's up to us to be prepared
to provide them with the
best possible experience,
the best opportunity to do
their best, starting from
where they are. We're
suppose to be ready for
them.”

Taylor was among
dozens of educators from
40 cities across the coun-
try who attended last
week’s “Ready Schools”
conference. The four-day
event, hosted by the Mas-
sachusetts-based Commu-
nity Advocates for Young
Learners Institute, or
CAYL, in partnership
with the Ohio Depart-
ment of Education.

Much of the program
focused on working with
children as early as possi-
ble - before they start
kindergarten - and estab-
lishing a solid basis from
which they can advance,
said Valora Washington,
CAYL Institute president.

“Often we focus on the
later years, we call them

the testing years, when:

students are tested on
what they’ve learned and
how well they've pro-
gressed,” she said. “We fo-
cus on scores and out-
comes. But we need to
start early. We need to set
a strong foundation in the

Who went?

Wean Scholars attending CAYL Institute’s “Ready Schools” confer-

ence included:

® Scott Taylor, Lakeview Schools, Cortland

® Donna Zuga, Lakeview Local Schools, Cortland '
® Mary Fran Jones, Lakeview Schools, Cortland

m Loree Richardson, Warren City Schools

= Danij Burns, Warren City Schools

= Denise Ormerod, Warren City Schools

® Robert Walls, Campbell Schools

® Joe Diloreto, Jackson-Milton Schools, North Jackson
m Matthew Bowen, Salem City Schools '
m Roger Kitzmiller, West Branch Schools, Beloit

early years so every child
can succeed. If they don’t
have that foundation, it’s
not as likely they will suc-
ceed later on during those
testing years.”

Locally, the Raymond
John Wean Foundation,
which awarded a $20,000
grant to the CAYL Insti-
tute, provided for several
educators from the Ma-
honing Valley to attend
the conference.

Elementary principals
from Ohio joined other el-
ementary school princi-
pals and early childhood
administrators from
across the United States
for the hands-on, interac-
tive conference, which
featured site visits to high
quality early childhood
programs in Ohio, presen-
tations by national ex-
perts and interactive
workshops.

“It’s so important to
start young,” explained
Loree Richardson, associ-
ate superintendent at
Warren City Schools, who
also attended the confer-
ence. “We know now that
early learning opportuni-

ties for students is vital.

It's important to know
those students and their
parents before they walk
through our doors.

“Not all children come
to school at the same lev-
el of development. We
have to look at what we,
as educators, can do. to
take these children where
they are and move them
to where they need to be.

If our kids are going to
achieve success, we need
to give them solid early
education programs.”
Washington explained
that as more elementary
schools incorporate pro-
grams for pre-kinder-

garten children and as |

public recognition of ear-
ly childhood education
gains, principals across
the country are looking to
learn more about appro-

-priate ways to lead pro-

grams with pre-kinder- |

garten children and how
to align the youngest chil-
dren with standard ele-
mentary school practices.

“We're excited to sup-
port the important work
of the CAYL Institute

‘with our area education

leaders,” said Joel Ratner,
Wean Foundation presi-
dent and CEO. “Participa-
tion in events such as this
shows the important com-
mitment that educators
have made to ensure that
the youngest residents of
Mahoning and Trumbull
County become lifelong
learners.

The Wean Foundation
was created by Warren in-
dustrialist Raymond John
“Jack” Wean in 1949 with
assets of more than $80
million. Annually, the
Foundation gives approx-
imately $4 million to non-
profit organizations with
a majority of those funds
earmarked for nonprofits
in Mahoning and Trum-
bull counties.

vshank@tribtoday.com
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