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Summit to Address Transportation for Preschoolers 
Other states show lack of planning, availability a barrier to attendance

Cambridge, MA (Sept. 9, 2008) – The CAYL Institute will host a forum Sept. 29 for early education and care providers, parents, and community leaders  on preschool transportation needs and issues.

“ ‘If you build it, they will come’ may apply to ball fields, but it doesn’t apply to preschools,” said CAYL Institute President Valora Washington. “When people think of preschool, the issue of transporting young children usually doesn’t come to mind. Universal preschool is an important program, but studies show its success is limited if children can’t get there. We want everyone to know how important the issue of transportation is to effective preschool programming.” 
Massachusetts will offer universal preschool by 2012 with priority to low-wealth districts, according to a plan approved by the state Legislature in 2004. The City of Boston expects to have universal preschool in place by 2010. Even with the economic downturn, the Commonwealth continues to invest in this agenda. While much of the planning has focused on the issues of assessment and curriculum, several national studies reveal that a lack of access to transportation has been a chief barrier to participation in universal preschool programs in other states. 
The Sept. 29 forum, hosted by members of the CAYL Schott Fellowship for Early Care and Education, will take a look at the current transportation policies in Massachusetts and address concerns and issues of parents and providers. It will take place in Lowell, MA from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sept. 29 at Community Teamwork, Inc., 126 Phoenix Ave.  
The keynote speaker is Bill Eddy, Executive Director of the Massachusetts Association of Early Education and Care. Panelists include Tom Merino of the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care, Julie Salois of Community Teamwork, and Ed Pinero of TransPro. 
The forum is designed to provide an overview of the system as compared to other states that offer universal preschool and present recommendations from the CAYL Schott Fellows. 
“The success of universal preschool in other states has been linked to the availability of transportation,” said CAYL Schott Fellow Clarence Little. “Planning and implementing a statewide transportation policy as it relates to our youngest and most vulnerable students could well become a national model.”

ABOUT THE CAYL INSTITUTE
Community Advocates for Young Learners, or CAYL, Institute is the new umbrella organization housing several well know fellowships including the CAYL Schott Fellowship in Early Care and Education and the CAYL Principals Fellowship.  These important fellowships continue to exist with the full support and infrastructure of the umbrella organization. The vision of the CAYL Institute is a nation where the right to high quality early education and care is embedded in public policy and professional practice. Our purpose is to organize, equip and empower people to create change on behalf of children. We are guided and informed by our core principles: Representative Leadership, Commitment to Diversity, A Focus on Solutions, and Impact and Innovation. 
Please visit www.cayl.org for up-to-date information, and events calendar, and early childhood care and education resources.
