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TRANSPORTATION AND YOUNG CHILDREN IN MASSACHUSETTS –

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR IMPROVEMENT

MEDIA TALKING POINTS
· As Massachusetts moves toward instituting universal preschool (UPK) throughout the state by 2012, with priority given to underserved districts, several national studies show that families’ lack of access to transportation has been a chief barrier to their participation in UPK initiatives in other states. 

· The American School Bus Council has found that drastic cuts to transportation threaten attendance. 
· Research by the CAYL Institute/Schott Fellows shows that Massachusetts does not currently have a comprehensive or effective child transportation policy in terms of either access or safety. In some communities there are long waiting lists for services, and many providers and transportation companies refuse to offer or severely limit transportation services because of a low rate of reimbursement. 

· To remedy this situation and strategically plan for the successful implementation of UPK in Massachusetts, we strongly recommend:
· The issue of transportation be fully integrated into planning for UPK and child care expansion.

· Reimbursement rates for providers must increase. The rates should be increased to $20 per child for round trip and $10 for one way service. 
· Increased access to transportation (more providers) to include more children and families. If the reimbursement is increased, more providers will be available.

· The time frame for trips, specifically the amount of time children are allowed to be on a bus/public transportation, should be extended to 60 minutes. The increase would increase accessibility for children in rural areas. 

· Subsidize or reimburse training for drivers and monitors, to ensure high quality services. 

· Narrow the range of age groups of children who travel together to further ensure their safety.

· Massachusetts must have a comprehensive statewide policy for transportation as we go forward with our UPK agenda. Key elements of any plan will be adjusting reimbursement rates for transportation providers and allocating appropriate funding for more and better services. The result will be equity for children in disadvantaged areas and for families in rural areas with little accessibility (if any) to public transportation.
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